
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Mission of ES 
Department and PhD 

program 
The ES Department 
educates visionary, 

pragmatic leaders in a 
collaborative 

interdisciplinary setting 
that is founded on 

academic excellence and 
the principles of 

environmental justice 
and sustainability. 
We train doctoral 

students to be 
interdisciplinary, open-

minded, globally-
thinking scholars and 
practitioners who are 

equipped to tackle 
today’s complex 

environmental problems. 
----------------------------- 

 

As we come to the close of this academic year, Jean Kayira, the Associate Program 
Director, and I would like to give our thanks to our doctoral students for their 
thoughtful and very valuable feedback that was provided during this year’s assessment 
of the ES-PhD program. We were provided feedback through the fall “students-only” 
session held with Nikki Wengerd, your retiring Student Representative.  We also 
conducted an on-line survey that was similar to the one conducted nearly four years 
ago. This allowed us to compare responses on most of the questions.    
 
We were very pleased to find that, overall, the courses, advising, and the program 
phases are highly rated by our students. These ratings also improved from those 
provided nearly four years ago. Only food services and facility ratings went down. We 
also received many valuable ideas on how we can do better and how we can enhance 
certain components of the overall doctoral program. Many of these ideas are going into 
effect this coming year. These changes include: adding an elective by combining into 
one course the previous Learning Domain Seminar-2 with the Service Learning 
Seminar; scheduling a full academic term for both Research 1 (quantitative) and 
Research 2 (qualitative); providing greater flexibility when students can undertake their 
Service Learning Project; holding a mid- May two day orientation for entering 
students; and implementing a phased lowering of tuition. This phased lowering of 
tuition is due to the growth in the program without significant increases in costs. 
Reports on the student feedback session and on the on-line survey are being provided 
both on-line and at our community meeting on April 8th. If you did not receive a copy 
of these assessment reports, please send me a note and I will send you a copy. Together 
we can continue to enhance our ES-PhD program so it can better meet all of our 
students’ needs.  
Remember, I have an open door policy. So please drop in anytime that I am at Antioch 
to raise a concern, to share your ideas, or just to say hello. 
 
Jim Gruber, Director ES-PhD Program. 
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Director’s Note – Jim Gruber 
 

 
Welcome to the Summer-Fall Edition of “The Engaged Scholar”! This edition is 
interesting because it brings you updates from faculty and students and what they have 
been up to in the past academic year. We also have other interesting newsworthy 
items including: a section on our alums and reports from our students’ representatives. 
Some of our students who won scholarships within the past academic year are also 
profiled as well as our 2017 PhD graduating class. If you would like to contribute to 
the next issue, please send your updates to the Editor, Francis Xavier Tuokuu 
(ftuokuu@antioch.edu). 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
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Note from Students’ Representatives – Michelle & Lindsay 

 Fellow ES PhD Students, 
 
Happy Mid-term from your PhD Co-Reps! We want to solicit your feedback on a couple of items: First, to 
make sure the special concerns of our international colleagues are fairly represented, we invite a volunteer 
to serve as international student rep alongside us. Please email us if you'd like to have questions 
about/would like to serve in this position. Alternatively, please feel free to nominate someone to serve (after 
making sure that person is able and willing!) 
 
Second, Jim Gruber and Jean Kayira request ideas for a general interest panel during the June 2017 
intensive. Ideas proposed thus far include a) conducting independent research and b) grant writing. When 
proposing ideas, consider what might be of wide interest and use to students in our diverse, interdisciplinary 
program. Email either or both of us (lratcliffe@antioch.edu, mheaton1@antioch.edu) with your ideas. We 
look forward to hearing them!  
 
We know you are busy, so we won't clog your inboxes with needless mass emails. However, do expect 
periodic updates on important program issues. In the meantime, please don't hesitate to contact either or 
both of us with your questions or concerns. We are honored to represent you! 
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  Summer 2017 

May 20 & 21 New PhD  

Orientation Weekend 

Intensive: June 17-24 

 

Fall 2017 

September 15-17 Phases 1-4 

October 13-15              Phase 1 

November 10-12 Phases 1-4 

December 8-10 Phases 1-2 

 

 

 Speakers for Summer and Fall Colloquiums  
 
 

Spring 2018 

January 26-28        Phases 1-4 

February 23-25       Phase 1 

March 23-25        Phases 1-4 

April 20-22         Phases 1-2 

 

  
Donald Woodhouse will speak on proposal writing and grant funding. Rachel Thiet and Paul Hertneky 
will speak on how to publish at the Summer colloquium. Below is the schedule for Fall colloquium 
(speakers to be announced later).  Friday Sept. 15th, Friday October 13th, Friday November 10th, Friday 
December 8th. 
 

 
 

ES PhD Weekend Schedule & Summer Intensive 2017-18 

 

Two ES PhD Students Win Horace Mann Spirit of 
Service Scholarship 
 

 
Two students from the Department of Environmental Studies, Cherice Bock and Becky Mathers have been 
awarded the Horace Mann Spirit of Service Scholarship. The scholarship is named after the university’s first 
president, Horace Mann. The purpose of the scholarship scheme is to honor students who have “won 
victories for humanity through work or volunteerism in the areas of community service, diversity, lifelong 
learning, sustainability or social justice”. For their award, each of them received $2,500. This was contained 
in a statement issued by Cindy Rodenhauser Stewart, Director of Institutional Advancement (Cont’d story on 
next page). 
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Up-Close With Faculty  

Cherice Bock  
As a Christian Environmentalist, Cherice sees her service to the 
global community through her work communicating   about 
climate change to the Christian community and to encourage active 
engagement with pro-environmental lifestyles and behaviors. In 
her work, Cherice teaches at a University, engages in speaking and 
publishing opportunities, and participates locally in environmental 
initiatives. She runs a community garden at George Fox University 
as well as at local church, and provides opportunities for people of 
all ages to participate in a local food system. 
 

 

Jimmy Karlan, Ph.D.  
Jimmy is a core faculty member in the Department of Environmental Studies 
at Antioch. He teaches Problem Solving & Inquiry-Based Science, 
Instructional Delivery: Art & Craft, Curriculum Design, Student Teaching 
Seminar, Exhibit Design: Laughing Brook Nature Center. He has several 
publications to his credit. His most recent one titled, "Spiders, Rats, & 
Education” in a book that will be available soon. The book is titled: Animals 
and Science Education. Jim and another faculty member, Rachel also 
anticipate an article they co-authored coming out in the American Biology 
Teacher journal called "Sabotaging Presentations to Assist Learning." 
 
 

Becky Mathers 

Becky volunteers in a number of environmental efforts. She serves as an 
alternate member of her town’s Environmental Commission, which 
exists to protect, develop, and use natural resources within the 
Township. She is also involved with a local New Jersey school, helping 
to advance their goal of becoming a “certified sustainable” school 
through a program for public schools in the state. In that work, she 
serves as a member of the Wellness and Sustainability Council. 
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Ann R. Holland, Ph.D., Visiting 
Research Scholar 

Ann R. Holland is an alumna of Antioch. She enrolled in Antioch’s ES PhD Program in 2006 and graduated in 2010, 
and currently works as an Adjunct Faculty in the same department. Since 2002, Ann has been working as a 
professional service New York State Certified Woman-Owned Business Enterprise, where she works shoulder-to-
shoulder with clients to set new directions for success, and by providing strategic research, planning, development, 
and support for new enterprises, programs, or organizational systems. For detailed description of what she does, visit 
her website at http://www.grantplanact.com/. Her most recent publications include, 1.Adirondack North Country 
Association, Adirondack Competitive Regional Strategy Reconnaissance Analysis. (2016) Adirondack North Country 
Association, Saranac Lake, New York, 2. Boquet River Watershed Management Plan-Phase 2. (2016-2017), Boquet 
River Association, Elizabethtown, New York and 3.Adirondack Foundation Philanthropy Assessment:  Phase One--
Issues and Opportunities (2016). A Regional Reconnaissance Analysis.  Adirondack Foundation, Lake Placid, New 
York.  
 
As a consultant, Ann has undertaken several projects including; the Essex County Medical Reserve Corps (ECMRC): 
Strategic Direction, Capacity Building, Recruitment, and Retention Plan, where she was the lead consultant, the 
Adirondack Gateway Council: Pathways to Progress: A Course for the Adirondack Gateway Region project and the 
Boquet River Watershed Management Plan-Phase I project. Ann’s recent favorite book that she will recommend for 
your reading pleasure is, “Half Earth” written by E.O. Wilson. Her vision and personal drive is to create change and 
advocate in the public policy arena. She is currently a visiting research scholar at Antioch, teaching Learning Domain 
Seminar 2.  
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2017 Graduating Class 

  We present to you the 2017 graduating class of the ES PhD Program.  
 

  

Joanna Wozniak 
 
Joanna enrolled in Antioch’s ES Doctoral program in 2012 and through hard work 
and determination; she is among the few graduating this year. When the ‘Engaged 
Scholar’ contacted her, he said, “Completing a PhD is a lot more than late nights, 
journal reading, and data crunching. It is an opportunity to learn more about your 
capabilities and your potential impact on the world. At times, I struggled with stress 
through the process so I'd say to students, value your time and cut out 
people/time/activities that don't help you reach your goals. Take care of yourself 
and honor your family. And enjoy the journey! I’ll truly miss the support and 
enthusiasm of the Antioch community.” On plans after graduating, she hopes to 
increase appreciation of rural communities within the United States so that press, 
policy, and programs truly value the multi-dimensional qualities of rurality. She 
also hopes to bring her third manuscript, a guidebook and toolkit for rural climate 
change adaptation, to local decision-makers. Joanna currently works as Planning 
Assistant at Northwest Hills Council of Governments.   
 
 
 

Hilary Booker 
 
Hilary is a writer, researcher, chef, farmer, artist, radical political philosopher, 
spiritual ecologist, musician, poet, scientist, explorer, and healer. Her PhD 
dissertation, titled "A Poetics of Food in The Bahamas: Journeys through Food, 
Consciousness, and the Aesthetics of Everyday Life", explored the individual 
journeys of a group of people in The Bahamas. Participants were peer-selected 
through a snowball sample as being intentional about their food choices and 
interviewed about the ways in which their food journeys are a reflection of their 
personal journeys of consciousness, spirituality, and/or decolonization. According to 
Hilary, her PhD journey took place over the course of 10 years, adding, and “my own 
experience in completing my PhD served as a mirror into my own processes of 
liberation, spirituality, food, and my body I was deeply challenged, broken into, and 
offered opportunities to break through. Moving forward, I plan to write a book about 
my dissertation research that integrates my own story, congruent with the Caribbean 
poetic and creolization methodological frameworks I employed in my research.” 
Beyond that, she will continue researching the ways in which people facilitate their 
own healing--particularly through relationships between the bodies we're in and the 
One Body we're all on--planet Earth. We wish her the best of luck in all her 
endeavors.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katryna Kibler 
 

 
 
 

  

  

Mark Lawler 
Mark is a phase 1 PhD student in the ES PhD program whose research 
interest includes; mass extinctions, particularly the megafaunal extinction 
event at the end of the Pleistocene Era, and conservation paleobiology. In 
May, 2017, Mark will be giving a talk to the Claverack, New York 
Historical Society titled: “The Giant’s Tooth: Social and Scientific 
Implications of the Discovery of the World’s First Mastodon (Mamut 
americanum).” His most recent publication is, “Ten Strategies for Helping 
Struggling Students Be Successful In the Online Environment” published 
in 2016. Some of the interesting books Mark has read and will highly 
recommend include: The Sixth Extinction by Elizabeth Kolbert; American 
Monster by Paul Semonin; Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer; The God 
Delusion, The Greatest Show on Earth, by Richard Dawkins. 
 

Katie is a phase 3 PhD student at Antioch. She served in Togo, West 
Africa as a Peace Corps Volunteer, and has decided to continue her 
dissertation research with the same community she served in. Early this 
year, she went back to Togo to conduct her pilot study, thanks to a 
generous grant from the Center for Tropical Ecology and Conservation 
(CTEC). Upon her return from Togo, Katie presented a paper titled, 
“The Importance of Doing Our Homework: Lessons from my 
Dissertation Partner Community Pilot Visit” at CTEC’s Tropical Eco-
Launch Seminar Series. According to her, the field trip to Togo began 
with participatory initiatives to enable her to develop her doctoral 
service-learning project, which is focused on developing a community 
five-year agroecosystem resilience action plan. She also stated that; the 
field trip “… was a rewarding experience to be back with this 
community and to hone in my dissertation methods to focus on 
resilience to food insecurity.” 
 

Students’ Corner  
 

Deb Matlock  
 
Deb started her PhD at Antioch in 2013, but has since taken sometime off to 
recover fully from a sickness. She hopes to be back before the year ends. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with her for a speedy recovery. Deb works with Wild 
Rhythms & Sacred Animal Connection. Since 2003, she has provided personalized, 
transformative educational programs and support for individuals and groups 
seeking to develop their spiritual connection with the earth. Nestled in the foothills 
of the Rocky Mountains, the work of Wild Rhythms emphasizes deep connection to 
the wild world.  Deb has spent the last several years working as a professional 
environmental educator, dancer and naturalist. She mentors graduate students at 
Prescott College, and assists people and animals through spiritual coaching and 
shamanic-style journey work. She is also dedicated to exploring her own spiritual 
connection to life. 
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 4. Heading to Atlantic Creek March 21, 2016 http://wholeterrain.com/2016/03/guest-post-heading-to-atlantic-
creek/, 5. First Fishing Trip of the Year with a New Life-Long Friend 
published in Smoky Mountain Fishing Online Journal, April 2016 and 6. Deepening Friendships Melt into 
Spring’s Perfection Date Published: Smoky Mountain Fishing Online Journal, May, 2016. The most interesting 
book Eric read recently is titled; The Earth Is Enough: Growing Up in a World of Flyfishing, Trout & Old Men 
By Harry Middleton (pictured below).  
 
To understand man’s relationship with our planet, Earth, Eric undertook a project, titled: Development of an 
alternative high school elective course called N.A.T.U.R.E – Never-ending Adventures. He also conducted a 
brief Eco-Phenomenological pilot study with two participants to begin answering his main dissertation research 
question: What is the connection between contemplative ecology and people's lived fly-fishing experiences? 
 
 

Eric McDuffie  
Eric is a second year PhD Student with keen interest in fly-fishing. On January 29 
this year, at a conference organized by the Center for Education, Imagination, and 
the Natural World: Enlivenment 4-Part Series, Eric presented a paper on 
“Contemplative Ecology, Poetic Ecology and Eco-Contemplative Practices -
Moving Beyond "Objectivity" and into an Experience of Ourselves as Intimately 
United with the Livingness of all Things.” Also, Eric has published the following 
for the past academic year: 1. Foundations in Contemplative Ecology - Part I: 
Contemplative Ecological Essences Harmonized within the Sacred Art of Fly 
Fishing. 2. Foundations in Contemplative Ecology - Part II: Being, Beholding, and 
Belonging – An Earth Guide Apprenticeship through Eco-Contemplative Presence 
with the Center for Education, Imagination, and the Natural World. Both were 
published simultaneously in Chrysalis - Journal of The Center for Education, 3. 
Imagination and the Natural World – Volume 14, Spring 2017. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Center for Tropical Ecology (CTEC) of Antioch University New 
England held its 12th annual symposium on April 15. It was under the 
theme: “New Approaches to Conservation Conflicts.” Dr. Andrian 
Treves, who was the keynote speaker presented on the topic:  Rethinking 
Biodiversity Preservation and Conservation Conflicts.” It was well 
attended with participants and speakers coming from various universities 
across North America. On the sidelines, organizers indicated that, it was 
one of the best if not the very best they have ever organized. Below are 
some scenes at the symposium.  

Center for Tropical Ecology and Conservation Held Its 12th 
Annual Symposium  
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Whole Terrain 

 Three ES PhD students work as editors for Whole Terrain, the 
Department’s journal of reflective environmental practice. In 
addition, ES PhD alum Dr. Rowland Russell ('08) is Managing 
Director of the journal and faculty member Dr. Alesia Maltz serves 
on the editorial board. You can purchase a copy online 
at www.wholeterrain.com. Eric McDuffie and Tammy Cloutier 
joined the Whole Terrain team as editors a year ago. They will soon 
open up a call for submissions. Consider submitting a piece to their 
print volume or blog! Whole Terrain includes essays, poetry, 
fiction, and visual art. Congratulations to Dr. Rowland Russell who 
was recently awarded a Horace Mann Spirit of Service Scholarship. 
Keep up the good work. 
 
 

 

Susan Leopold 
 

 

 
Susan Leopold, of the Patawomeck Tribe of Virginia, watches the sun rise 
over an encampment near Cannon Ball, N.D., where thousands have come 
to protest an oil pipeline. 
 
Credit:  Alyssa Schukar for The New York Times 
 

From left to  
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Doctoral Alums 

 Our alums play important roles in our university community and so we constantly keep in touch with 
them to find out what they are doing. In this issue we focus on Marian Leap Knapp 
 

Marian Leah Knapp 
 

 
Marian is an author, columnist, speaker and elder activist. She enrolled in Antioch’s Environmental Studies 
PhD program in 2002 and graduated in 2009. She currently works as chairperson of the Newton Council on 
Aging (NCOA), which is a commission appointed by the Mayor and City Council. The NCOA advocates for, 
raises awareness about, and advises the Director of the Department of Senior Services. Marian has led effort in 
collaboration with the Director of the DSS for Newton to be designated as a member of the World Health 
Organization/AARP Age-friendly Community Network. According to her, she is also leading with the director 
of DSS and the strategic planning team to determine what needs to happen to make Newton “age-friendly.”  
 
She has given several presentations on the issues of aging, and how Newton, Massachusetts is working to 
address these issues. In the next few months, Marian will publish two books. These are: “A Steadfast Spirit: The 
Essence of Caregiving”. This is an exploration of what it means to be a caregiver. The second book is titled: 
“The Outermost Cape: Encountering Time” which he co-authored with Vivien Goldman. This is a book of 
photographs about the slow disintegration of Cape Cod. According to her, there will be an exhibition of photos 
and texts from June 17- July 1, 2017, and an author/photographer talk on June 25, 2017 at the Wellfleet Public 
Library and she is inviting Antioch community to be part of both events. Currently, Marian and her team are 
conducting a “listening sessions” and “key interviews” to determine the most important issues that face our 
aging community. To know more about the work she does, visit http://voicesofaging.com/ 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the Editor 

The ES PhD program is a dynamic learning community of environmental 
scholars/practitioners who combine scope and vision with depth and precision, 
conceptualizing and implementing research strategies and designs that: 

1. Contribute to solving regional, national, and global environmental problems; 

2. Develop and evolve discourses of ecological thought, using ecological 
principles and systems thinking as the foundation for multi-disciplinary 
approaches to knowledge and learning; 

3. Respond to critical community and institutional needs, attendant to the 
concerns of organizational development and human diversity; 

4. Lend an epistemological dimension to professional practice and scholarship, 
encouraging engaged research, intellectual challenge, conceptual insight, and 
practical action; 

5. Understand, evaluate, and implement diverse research designs and strategies, 
what we call methodological pluralism; 

6. Articulate and delineate the boundaries of knowledge and information, within 
the context of a specific, complex problem, with local and/or global parameters; 

7. Identify the ethical and moral commonwealth of research and scholarship, 
contributing original and/or collaborative knowledge in the spirit of open 
inquiry and moral purpose. 

 

 

Vision of ES PhD Program 

I would like to thank Francis Xavier D. Tuokuu, Editor of this Newsletter. 
Francis, a second year doctoral student from Ghana, did an excellent job with 
collecting information from the students and alums of the ES- PhD program and 
writing the Engaged Scholar.  Job well done. Francis would like to thank all who 
sent in their contributions to make this newsletter possible. 

Francis recently presented a paper titled: “Retooling the Corporate Social 
Responsibility Strategy of Tullow Ghana: A Communications Lens” at the American 
Association of Geographers’ Conference in Boston, MA from 4-9th April 2017, two 
months after presenting a similar paper at the Center for Tropical Ecology and 
Conservation’s Eco-Lunch at Antioch. In the past academic year, he has served as a 
reviewer for a number of reputable journals including, International Journal of 
Corporate Social Responsibility (Springer) and Journal of Global Responsibility 
(Emerald).   

Jim Gruber, Director Environmental Studies PhD Program 
 

40 Avon Street 
Keene, NH  03431 

 
 
 
 

ES DEPARTMENT 
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(603) 283-2329 
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Help save trees! 

Request an electronic 
copy! 

Visit ES PhD Page: 
http://www.antiochne.edu/env

ironmental-studies/phd/ 
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